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TEENAGETALENT
A Mini-Mini Mod
nj, VTICHAEL J. MARRER
T APPEAREDTHAT HE wAs GROwII{G uP TUCH TOO OUICKLY. BY THE TITE HE

was 14 years old, he had already reached six feet two inches. At I 5,
he began hanging around with a fast crowd, and was not coming home
on weekends until the early morning hours. ffi His parents wholeheartedly supported his activities. ffi There is no reason to fear that
this is the beginning of a "Rebel Without A Gause." In fact, the name
of Scott Eldred is being mentioned frequently among the racing community in New Yorkts Southern Tier region when conyersations turn to
up-!n3l-6oming driving talent.

A competitorin the "microd"class(ages
6 to 18) untilhe outgrewboththe cars and
other drivers,the VestalCenter,New York,
youngsterturned his attentionin 1983 to
t h e M i n i - S t o c kc l a s s a t F i v e M i l e P o i n t
NewYork).Dueto
Speedway(Binghamton,
his underagestatus,his parentshad to turleir writtenconsent.His father,Gary,
hand sincethe beP,l

in his career,the clutch was made handoperable,and remains so today. Eldred
pointsthe car usinga Newellsteeringbox.
Cooling is provided by a three-core Ford
truck radiator.
Stoppingpowerconsistsof Ford Econolinedrumbrakesup frontand Mopardrums
on the rear. Centerlinealuminumwheels
are used for their light weight, and are
mountedwith GoodyearM-40 rubberin the
M-30'sup front.
was also completed by
€d5tfb Fabricating and uses a standard
Gremlinfiberglassroof.One of the unique
featuresof the car is the use of hood pins
on the upperroll cage to securethe top. lt
makes for a stronger roof and is easier to
remove.The beautifullydetailedvehicle,
whichweighs1740pounds,hastakenfirstplace honors in its class for the past two

widthas a regular
ffiWodified. Offset runs at 4 inches.and
the driver sits 18 inchesfrom the centerline.The car hasa panhardbarfor left-and
right-handadjustmentand a full-sizeModified front suspensionfrom Castle fabricating. Shocksare Carerra3173'sall around.
The Pinto2000ccenginewas reworked
by Bob Chipper,who is well-knownfor his
accomplishmentsin drag racing. Performance was increasedthrough installation
of TRW pistons,Manleyvalves, a Weiand
intake manifold,Holleyfour-barrelcarb,
and a Stahl header kit. The distributorwas
replacedwith a Mallory Uniliteunit. The
four-cylinderengine normallyruns in the
7600 RPMrange in competition,and the
team has found that it was easy to build,
yet is ruggedand reliable.
Becausethe rulesdid not allowuse of a
dry-sumpsystem,the team had to run with
the regularoil pan. To keep the oil as level
as possiblewhen the car is thrown into the
corners,the enginewas mountedin a tilted
position.The oil breatheris attachedto the
rear upper lelt bar of the roll cage so that
any oil that did get up into it will drainback
into the engine.
The rearendwas also built by Ghipper,
and consistsof an 8%-inchMoparunitwith
Zoom gears.The differentialwas removed
and replaced with a titanium spool piece
for weight reduction.The transmissionis a
standardPintofour-speed,
and usesa double-discQuarterMasterclutch.When Scott
broke his leg in a motorcyclemishapearly Gary Eldred

yearsat the RaceWorldCar Showin Binghamton,New York.
Gary Eldredis a strongadvocateof safety, and Scott has listened to his lessons
well. Althoughthe class rules specify 1inchtubing,the roll cagewas builtwith 172inch materialfor addedstrengthand safety. A fuel cell was installed,even thoughit
is not mandatory.Driver attire consists of
Nomex gloves,suit, balaclava,fire boots,
and full-facehelmet.The driveris secured
all the way aroundby 3-inchbelts.
In 1985, his third year on the Five Mile
Point oval, Scott attained his first feature
win. Despitemissingthe first five weeksof
the seasondue to an incompleteengine,
he still managedto finish an impressive
second in the final point standings.No
doubt, Scott Eldred is a talent worth keep(CONTINUED)
ing an eye on.

has been the guid.ing force for son Scott'e career.
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I Scott Eldred
photo)

at speed. (TomShelton

2 The 2000cc Pinto proaides plenty
of power in this class. The use of
stoch components keeps the price
photo)
of racing down. (Michael
J. Marrer
3 The 2000cc Pinto engine runs

with the same 390-Cru carburetor
used. in NASCAR. The intake manifold is a water-cooled unit front
Weiand. (Michael
J. Manerphoto)
4 With the sheetmetal rentoued..
the Newell steering unit and conphoto)
trols are aisible. (Michael
J. Marrer
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